MIRA

USA

September 29, 2011

NOAA Restoration Center (F'HC3)
Commmumty-based Restoration Program
NOAA Fisheres

1315 East West Highway, Rm_ 14727
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Re: Support of Miami River Commission NOAA Application to 2012 Community
Based Marine Debris Prevention & Removal Project Grant

To Whom It May Concemn:

I am wnitmg you m strong support of the Miamm FRiver Fund, Inc’s (MEFI) application to
NOAA's 2012 Commmmity-Based Marme Debns Prevention & Removal Project. As outlined
m the grant apphcation, the MEFT 15 seeking funding to:

1) Bemove derelict vessels from the Mianu Fiver and ifs tnbutanes, which negatively mpact
the natural environment, marme hife, and navigation

2) Scavenger Decontammation Vessel services, mcluding removal and disposal of marme
debns, water de-contanuination and oxygenation

3) Volunteer Mianm Eiver clean-up events to pick up and dispose of manne debns

4) Provide free environmental educational boat tours to students and environmental organiza-
tions, regardmg pollution prevention and waste reduction, the protection of manne life and
endangered fauna and flora.

Thanks for your time and consideration
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